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President’s Report

My wife and | had the opportunity to travel to Egypt
in September for nine days. We found it to be a land
of stark contrasts; people of great wealth, grinding
poverty, ancient grandeur, present-day hovels,
opportunity, high unemployment, friendly and tolerant
citizens.

We learned some facts which would distress most
people in “our” part of the world. We were told by a
well-educated Egyptian woman that if a husband dies,
the wife could lose her children to her husband’s
family if she is illiterate.

We have watched with interest, the recent upheaval
in Egypt, threatening to topple the thirty year ruler. I’'m
sure most of us have concerns about whether this
largest Arab country may fall sway to Islamic fanatics.
Many of us complain about the state of our state or
country. For all of our short and long term problems, |
firmly believe that America is the greatest country on
God’s earth. Though our country has flaws, serious
flaws, think of the masses of people who would trade
places with usin a New York minute.

Please join me in not taking our way of life and our
freedoms for granted.
Steve Mumby, President

Upcoming Events

Town of Gorham Historical Society Museum is
Open every Wednesday from 12 noon till 4

p.m.

Admission is Free!ll

Tuesday, March 29" monthly meeting of the Town of
Gorham Historical Society at 7 p.m. in the Hazel
McNamara Room. All members are invited to join us.

Thursday evening, April 7" at 7:00 p.m. Mrs. Stearns
of Geneva will do a impersonation of Clara Barton at
the United Methodist Church in Rushville. This
program is geared for adults and children 4™ grade and
above. The church is handicapped assessable. The
program is free and opened to the public.
Refreshments will be served. This program is
sponsored by the Ontario/Yates Small Historical
Societies. (The program is rescheduled from last April.)

Tuesday, April 19", monthly meeting of the Town of
Gorham Historical Society at 7 p.m.

Thursday evening, May 12 at 7:00 p.m. — Ontario
County Historian, Preston Pierce will present

” Bounties, Bonds, Banknotes and Taxes” How the
Union financed Victory in the Civil War. This program
will be held in the Sanctuary of the United Methodist
Church in Rushville. The church is handicapped
assessable. This program is free and open to the
public. The program is sponsored by the Ontario/Yates
Small Historical Societies. (The program is rescheduled
from October, 2010.)
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Coming up in the May New Age Newsletter —
5ot Anniversary of the Pageant of Bands.

Dues are Due

Eileen Fake, our Treasurer, would like to remind our
members that dues are now due. Our dues run from
January 1* to December 31%. Please see the form at
the end of the newsletter for a renewal form or new
membership form. Please include your email if you
have one.

News from our Historian

Our Town of Gorham Historian, George Henry, has
been having office hours at the Town Hall every
Tuesday morning. He will be changing his schedule to
be at the Town Hall every Wednesday morning from 9-
12.

George Howard Sr. WWII Exhibit

We were very pleased with the attendance that we
had at the Museum for the George Howard Exhibit of
WWII pictures.

The Gorham Elementary School teachers were asked
if they would like their students to view the exhibit
and the reply was yes. Students in grades from 1% to
5™ learned about World War Il both in general and
from one soldier’s perspective. Janet Howard and
Steve Mumby gave talks to 6 groups, totaling about
130 children. Janet talked about the pictures which
her husband had taken of bomb devastation in Europe,
his duties in the signal corps and shed light on what
kind of man her husband was and how what he saw
affected him. Steve focused on how war differs from
video games where an enemy dies quickly and you
move to a new mission or screen. He talked about
how war can destroy minds, bodies and leaves a hole
in the hearts of loved ones left behind. The students
learned what countries formed the Axis and Allied
powers and that the war started long before Pearl
Harbor.

In fact the kids learned that within one day of 65
years ago, Gorham Central School Principal Hyatt had
an assembly in the gym with a table in the center
which held a radio. The students listened to President

Roosevelt’s address to Congress. Bob Mumby, as a 12
year old boy can vividly remember the whole event.

We will take the exhibit to the Valley Elementary
School and if interest is shown, possibly to the MWHS
and Penn Yan schools as well.

The Howard Family at the George Howard Sr. WWII
Exhibit Open House (Kathleen, George, Patrice, Janet)

Information Needed
German and Italian POW during WWII

| am attempting to write an article about German
and ltalian POW’s in the Town of Gorham during WWII.
If you have information, would you please call me or
email me. | would also love to scan any pictures or
newspaper articles that you might have regarding this
subject. My phone is 554-6268 and my email is
shcornelius@frontier.com. You could also stop by the
Museum on any Wednesday from noon to 4 p.m. with
information.

The Museum has a nice start of local postcards. We
seem to be missing postcards from the area along the
lake including Letourneau Christian Camp, Cottage City
and Crystal Beach etc. If you have postcards that you
could donate, we would appreciate the addition to our
collection. Thanks. Sharon
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The Changing Landscape of the Town of

Gorham - 1800 to 2009
By George Henry, Historian

The great Swamp white oak, the White oak, Chestnut,
Elm, Ash, Hickory and a variety of other trees were
what greeted the first of the settlers in the Town of
Gorham. Armed with only an ax, the clearing of land
for crops must have seemed a daunting task. But it
was also an opportunity; there was material for
building their cabins and a source of ready income.
The demand for potash was such that much needed
cash income was derived from selling the ashes of
these giant trees. The clearing of the primeval forest
was mostly complete by 1840.

The pioneers also found abundant wild life: deer,
bears, wolves, wild cat and the occasional cougar. The
deer provided ready food and the wolf provided a
great threat. Wool was a necessity of pioneer life for
clothing. The wolf made raising sheep almost
impossible. The Great Wolf Hunt of 1811 eliminated
this predator from the area. The deer were gone by
1830, the result of hunting and changing habitat, and
not seen again until 1920.

By 1825 New York became a major producer of wheat.
During the first ten days of operation the Erie Canal
shipped 3500 tons of flour to markets in the east.
Rochester became known as the Flour City. As the
lands in the west were opened up to farming and the
fertility of New York farms declined due to continued
crops of wheat, the production of wheat also moved
west.

During the next twenty five years the farms of Gorham
began to shift to more livestock production. Dairy
products in the form of cheese and butter became a
major cash crop.

Until 1860 the farms in the Town of Gorham consisted
of a herd of sheep, a few cows, some chickens and
enough pigs to supply the winter meat for the farm
family. The crop production was hay for the livestock,

barley and wheat for home use and local consumption.

After the Civil War the production of cotton cloth
replaced the spinning wheel. This resulted in one less

task for the overworked farm wife and less need to
keep sheep. The sheep herds became larger
concentrated on fewer farms.

A major change came during 1860 and 1870 with the
planting of orchards, mostly apple trees. It was said
that if a farm did not have at least an acre of orchard it
was hardly considered a farm, with many farms having
much larger acreage. With this production apple dry
houses sprung up in every community for the
production of dried apples. Along with the orchards
came cooper shops and stave mills for the making of
barrels. Dried apples were a major economic
contributor to the prosperity of the town. Until WWI,
Germany was a major market for dried apples. During
this same time period most of the great Gambrel and
Gable roof barns of the area were built, and many of
the remaining oak and chestnut trees fell prey to this
construction.

The apple industry was dealt it's final blow with the
freeze of 1933-34 when the temperature fell to thirty
below zero and remained there for almost a week
damaging the trees so severely that production never
returned.

The Rural Electrification Act of 1933, an act of Congress
to bring electricity to the rural areas, brought another
great change. By 1940 most farms had electric service.
With electric motors one man could milk many more
cows, water could be moved hundreds of feet and
refrigeration could cool milk. With lights chickens
could be stimulated to produce eggs all year and the
kerosene lantern was put in the closet for emergency
use.

Many readers will remember the farms in the town of
the 1930s and 1940s with a few cows, a small flock of
chickens, some pigs for home use, a team of horses
and tractor or two. Most farms had a hand cranked
cream separator. The cream was put in five gallon
cans and picked up once a week and shipped to a plant
for sour cream butter. The skim milk was fed to the
pigs. After WWII, with refrigeration, the milk was put in
ten gallon cans, stored in a vat of cold water and
shipped daily to the creamery. Later refrigerated tanks
replaced the milk can.



By 1950 there were 1,647 farms in Ontario County
reporting cows with an average of ten cows per farm.
By 1969 this had changed to 386 farms with 31 cows
per farm. In 2002 this changed to 126 farms with 123
cows per farm. Now with improved technology and
larger equipment the economies of size greatly
impacted the family farm. Folks sold their farms to
their neighbor and found work in the ever increasing
industrial sector. With lower cost of production in the
western states and farm production surpluses the less
productive land was left to grow weeds and houses.

By 1990 much land lay fallow and the grand old
Gambrel and Gable roof barns had leaky roofs and
boards falling off, many to be torn down or victim to
neglect and the north wind. Land rent was cheap and
larger farms rented land to spread their cost over more
acres.

In the late 1980s another change began. The first
Mennonite family moved into the town. Soon
followed by an ever increasing number until today we
have about fifty families in the town. The horse and
buggy and the children walking or riding their bikes to
school was again a common sight on the town roads.
The Mennonite communities operate their own
schools, of which there are three in the town, as well
as one church. Their devotion to family, community
and church is the strength that keeps them strong and
vibrant. The remaining old barns were again fixed up
and new barns began to spring up. Barn raising is
almost a work of art with the Mennonites. Once the
foundation is laid the community gathers and in a day
a new barn is up, to house a herd of from fifty to sixty
milking cows. Houses and farmsteads were fixed up,
gardens were planted. The town had a look of
prosperity.

It is not just farming, the Mennonites also opened new
retail shops, repair and construction businesses to add
to the economics of the total community. They are
indeed an industrious and hard working people.

Source reference
America’s First Rushville- Robert Moody
The Orchards of Rushville- Robert Moody
Rochester the Flour City.
USDA statistics dept.

The Change Begins: Settling the Forest of Central NY --
Alan Taylor

Authors note.

It is the intent of this article to chronicle the
changes in the Town. The Mennonite community is a
part of that change. Anyone wishing to learn more
about the Mennonite community and religion should
refer to the many articles and books on this subject.

Correction to the October Newsletter

Error made: In the October Newsletter the article
about Herbert Davie, | stated that Herbert and Glenn
Stover enlisted together. The correct information is
Glenn Rupert and Herbert enlisted together. Glenn
lived on the corner of Robson and Route 245. Sorry for
this incorrect information and yes, | was sort of
hurrying to get the newsletter done as we were leaving
to meet our first grandchild, Samuel Luke Cornelius.

Ontario County Journal,
Feb. 4™ 1887
Daring Burglary

Brown was living with Cronk’s wife and arrested him,
bringing him to Canandaigua on Sunday. The evidence is
very complete and very strong against the two men. Brown
was acquainted with the premises, having been there on
two different occasions. Several Downer Brown and
William Pearl come to Grief in an attempt to play
Desperado.

Last week Thursday night between the hours of eleven and
twelve, John Crook who resides with Mrs. Buckalew, an
elderly lady in the Town of Gorham about three miles east
of Rushville, was awakened by noises made by some one
forcing a door in the house. Soon after his room was
entered he was seized by two disguised ruffians, one of
whom held a knife threateningly over him while the other
bound him with ropes to the bedstead. After he had been
secured they coolly rifled the pockets of his clothes taking
there from a watch and chain and a pocket book containing
five dollars in money. They then proceeded to Mrs.
Buckalew’s room and by threats and menaces kept her
quiet while they extracted from the pockets of her dress
about forty-five dollars in money. Finding nothing more
they made their escape. The men were not so effectually
disguised but that Cronk who formerly resided in this



village, recognized one of them as Downer Brown, a man he
had reason to remember as having alienated the affections
of his wife. On Friday about three o’clock Cronk telephoned
the circumstances to Sheriff Wheeler, who with Deputy
Elmer Waring immediately went to work on the case.
Officer Waring worked diligently and on the evening of the
same day arrested William Pearl on Main Street in this
village, finding on him the watch and chain taken from
Cronk, and about fourteen dollars in money. The next day
he went to Pittsford, where burglaries have been
committed in and about the vicinity lately, and it is more
than likely that these two men belong to a gang. Both men
have been residents of this village and Pearl at the time of
the robbery was living on Clark Street. Itis hoped that the
capture of these men is the beginning of the end of the
series of robberies that have been perpetrated throughout
the winter.

Pearl made a confession of the whole matter, and said to an
officer that they had made arrangements to do this job
before, but it fell through. Brown was first going to
associate with him a man named Frenchy who lived in
Rochester, but their arrangement fell through and he went
in with Pearl. It has been ascertained that after leaving Mrs.
Buckalew’s the men went in a northerly direction, bringing
up at Orleans, where they had the money changed at the
hotel. They made up their minds to go into business, and
negotiated with Mr. Charles B. Esty , a hardware merchant,
for the purchase of the tin-peddler’s car. They also
purchased some harness and other things.

Brown’s examination took place before Justice John B. Hall
yesterday when John Cronk testified to the operations of
the men in his room and described the appearance of the
two men. His description of the taller one tallied exactly
with the appearance of Brown as he sat there in the
Justice’s office. Other witnesses were sworn corroborating
the statements made above. Witnesses from Orleans gave
evidence to show that they had money in denominations
corresponding to those stolen and that one of them
displayed a knife similar to that, which was held over Cronk
and Mrs. Buckalew. Justice Hall committed him to jail to
await the action of the grand jury. Pearl had already been
committed, having waived examination. It is evident from
information gathered since their arrest, that these two men
have been concerned in a number of robberies and thefts
lately, and there is every reason to believe that they belong
to a gang which has been working in the vicinity of
Rochester and in this section.

They stole a valuable mare belonging to William H. Hallet of
Monroe County, recently, and not being able to dispose of it

to better advantage, killed it and sold its hide for two dollars
in Rochester. Brown was arrested on suspicion of being
concerned in a safe burglary near Rochester a short time
ago, but the evidence against him was not sufficient to hold
him.

Martha Harris supplied the following information:

Mrs. Buckalew was the widow of Richard M. Buckalew. Her
maiden name was Betsy Parker and she was the widow of
Daniel Hawley before she married Richard. She would have
been 83 years old at the time of this burglary. The mileage
figures out to be south of the hamlet of Gorham on West
Swamp Road. She died in 1891 and is buried in the French
Cemetery in Potter.

The Museum and Family History
by Dennis Hogan

Our museum is a wonderful place to see artifacts from
bygone days. The main museum, the Post Office building,
and the Aerial Observation building are all overflowing with
items from as far back as the Civil War and even earlier.
However, as a genealogist and computer geek, | see
information when | look at the museum. If you are
interested in researching your ancestors from the Town of
Gorham (and the neighboring area), the museum has many
resources to help you. Here’s a sampling of what’s
available:

e Images: people, buildings, old post cards

e Maps: 1800s indicating names and locations of
residents

e Books: Ontario County histories with indexes

e Diaries: Tompkins, Gage, etc.

e School collections: photos, maps, yearbooks (1937-
1973)

e Church collections: photos, maps, membership lists

e Veteran collections: photos, individual information
sheets

e Newspaper clippings

o Cemetery collections: locations, layouts, transcriptions

e Historical Surveys: resources, sites, barns

We hope you can stop in and take advantage of the
museum’s resources. Donations of materials are always
welcome and we would be happy to make copies of items
that are not available for donation.



Would you like to help with our computerization efforts, but
can’t conveniently come to the museum? If you have
internet access at home and an hour or two available per
week, you can be a great help. No special computer or
software is necessary. For more information, email
dennishogan@yahoo.com.

Donations to the Town of Gorham Historical
Society and Museum for 2010

When we first started our New Age Newsletter we were
very good about putting in items that had been donated to
us. | am sorry we have been remised about this. This is our
list for 2010. Items that were given late in 2010 may be on
the list for 2011. We are thankful to have such had so
many wonderful donations to our organization.

Bruce Roat — Pony Premium Camera, glass negatives,
light meter and case. Ed Roat’s High School Diploma, 8
antique light bulbs, 1969 Seneca Gorham phone book,
Robert Moody for Supervisor match book, and
assorted pictures.

Dorothy Raymond — Crazy Patchwork Quilt with
autographs on back of quilt. Two Grange booklets.

Ruth Van Sickle Carlson - Emmons Carlson Marine
Jacket WWII.

Ann and Jack Motz —West Point Uniform worn by
David Motz at West Point Military Academy from
1981-1985. Six Marcus Whitman Jr.-Sr. High School
Student Handbooks 1975-1981.

Shirley Adams — Great American Recipes — Gorham
Ladies Auxiliary 1776-1976. 1950 and 1961 Gorham
Central School yearbooks.

Daisy Zimdahl — 36 pictures and postcards of Reed
Corners area, many of the Earl Winne family.

Suzanne West, Steve Mumby, Martha Harris,
Sharon Cornelius and Denton Backus — 1862 diary
written by Robert Tompkins who lived in the Town of
Gorham. This item was purchased on eBay.

Lloyd Hartsough — Surrogate Court Document and
1924 diary used by Carson Powell during 1900-1937,
“The Teddy Bears on Rolls”, Personal Bible verses,
WW?1 Flag waving “flip” tablet ,pictures of Baptist
Church at Reed Corners. WWII Letter.

JoAnn L. Murrell — Picture of Donald M. Washburn in
his Marine Uniform and his Parris Island U.S. Marine
Camp book.

Steve Mumby — Railroad spike from Lehigh Valley Line
west of Blodgett Road, DVD of dedication of the Aerial
Observation Building, Ontario Co. Court House Book
(Its History and Restoration Booklet).

Richard Blakesley — 17 scanned items including
pictures of Wilson Corners School, Reed Corners
School, Gorham Ist graders 1939-40, etc.

Martha Jane Lightfoote — Arm band used by her in the
Ranger Tower in North Lawrence (1942-43) for Aerial
Observation.

Molly Melious — 10 pins; lke, Roosevelt, Bicentennial,
etc. 1 Red Goose Shoes Cricket, sheet music, 1 hand
woven coverlet, completed squares of log cabin quilt,
horseshoes, painting by Eileen Fake, | pair of roller
skates with keys, camera range finder, Tonka truck and
horse trailer. 3 —1930 books on New York state
vegetables: beans, sweet corn and cucurbits. Walnut
dish drain board, corn planter, toy mold maker, 2
wooden homemade canes, 2 jugs and 2 crocks, 3
Sambo books, 5 Big Little Books, China Easter eggs, 4
Christmas tree ornaments, a metal square, 4 quart tin
milk can and cover, wool shears, assorted pictures.
Histories written about Peter Melious, Owen Melious
and Francis Melious. Books and hand written and
typed notes on spinning and dyeing.

Janet Howard — 1874 Atlas of Ontario Co. New York,
Linen tablecloth.

Waterloo Historical Society - 4 Gage family pictures.

Rob Gage — Gorham Motors Key Chain with keys,
Gorham Motors book of stock certificates.
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Lyman R. Wood Jr. World War Il Duffel Bag used by
Lyman R. Wood Sr. and photo of Lyman R. Wood Sr. in
Japan in 1945.

Marjorie Runner — Smith’s Regents Review Book 1926.

Eileen Fake — Photograph of the Gorham Firebelles
Drum and Bugle Corp with the names of members.
1874 Map of hamlet of Gorham with an overlay
showing residences in 1975.

Gorham Free Library — Knit for Defense — Red Heart
instruction booklet — WWII. Writings to Warren — Our
memories of Dr. Warren E. Porter. 1943 Gorham Year
Book, 1939 Autograph and photo booklet.

George Henry — Adz and Coleman Quick-lite gasoline
lamp. 1 pair baby shoes (1876) 1891 Autograph book.

Carolyn Curtis — Disc of photos taken at the Dedication
of the Neil Curtis Aerial Observation Post.

E. Chopin Olson — Photos of Caro Herrington.
Denton Backus — 1980 picture of Stell/Backus home.

Paul Lahue — DVD and letter regarding the 2007
anniversary celebration at the Gorham Central School.

Linda Rogers — fishing spear, tool, dolls bed spread and
manuscript on the Cobblestone House.

Elaine Gillmor- Lohman’s red cabbage jar, Lohman’s
pickled beets from around 1950.

Arthur Lowenthal — Book. “History of the Pioneer
Settlement.”

Ken Perkins - 1943 Sr. Class Invitation, 2 scrapbooks of
newspaper clippings, pictures and other misc. items.

Sharon Cornelius — Old postcard of house located on
Co. Rd. #18. Photo of Boardman House located on
route 245 and various scanned pictures of
Lincolnwood. Hair collector receptacle. Booklet of the
Dedication of the Congregational Church in Reed
Corners 1915.

Dennis Hogan — Ontario Co. Cobblestones by Barbara
Swartout.

Rushville History Room — scanned photo of Arlington
Mapes.

Roberta Stillman — Bessie Hurlbutt’s History of their home.
Jane Blakesley — Fake family bible and pages.

Anna Frankish — vintage postcards of Hamlet of Gorham.
Dan Lafler — Picture of Bob Watkins — Memorial Day Parade.

Betty Shaner — 1.0.0.F photo and other photos.
48" pageant of Bands Program Book — 2009.

Membership and Donation Form

Membership is $8.00 per person per year and
renewable on the first day of each new year. If you
have not sent your renewal FOR 2011 please do so
now.

For membership please send your check made payable
to The Town of Gorham Historical Society to Eileen
Fake, P.O. Box 176, Gorham, New York 14461. Please
send your donations to the same address.

Application for membership

Name

Address

Email address

Phone No.

S Membership

S General Fund Donations
S Garden Fund (purchase of

Annuals , mulch etc.)



Town of Gorham Historical Society
P.0. Box 176
Gorham, NY 14461

|t s been a |l ong winter, but
nothing like 1944 on Co Rd 29!

(Photos courtesy of Glenora Frederickson)
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. 5 There is & plow there but is not doing
o 0il Was Deiivered for & ;gw too much good. (1944)
cys ‘




